
VS 5 American Revolution Study Guide 

Test Date ___________ 

Great Britain- In the early 1700’s the three regions of Wales, England, 

and Scotland came together to form Great Britain 

Parliament-the British Government 

What some things that the British and Colonists disagreed on? 

 Government Taxes 

Great Britain 

The British felt they had 

the legal right to 

govern the colonies 

The British felt they had 

the right to tax the 

colonies 

Colonies 

The colonies felt they 

should govern 

themselves 

The colonies felt that they 

should not be taxes 

because they had no 

representation in 

Parliament 
 

Declaration of Independence- In 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote the 

Declaration of Independence.  It said that: 

 Authority to govern belongs to the people rather than the king 

(People should govern themselves- no more kings) 

 All people are created equal 

 All people have the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness 

The war between the colonies and Great Britain was called the 

American Revolution.  If you fought for the colonies you were in the 

Continental Army. 

Patriots-people who sided with the colonies and wanted freedom 

from Great Britain 

Loyalists- people who sided with Great Britain and wanted to remain 

an British Colony 

Neutral- people who did not take sides 



George Washington 

 Provided military leadership by serving as the Commander-in-

Chief of the Continental Army 

Thomas Jefferson 

 Provided leadership by writing the Declaration of Independence 

Patrick Henry 

 Inspired patriots from the other colonies when he spoke out 

against taxation without representation with his “..give me liberty 

or give me death” speech. 

Battle of Great Bridge- first land battle fought in Virginia (the first 

battle of the war was in Massachusetts). The American victory forced 

the British Colonial government to flee the City of Norfolk. 

Jack Jouett- rode on horseback through the backwoods of Virginia 

to Charlottesville to warn Governor Thomas Jefferson that the British 

were coming to arrest him and members of the General Assembly.  

Enslaved Africans- 

 some fought for the colonies   

 Others in hopes of gaining their freedom fought for Great Britain  

James Lafayette- an enslaved African from Virginia who served as a 

spy for the Continental Army.  After the war he requested and was 

granted his freedom. 

American Indian- fought on both sides 

Women- took on more responsibilities 

Yorktown, Virginia- the last battle of the war.  The Continental Army 

won this battle.  Their victory eventually resulted in the British 

surrendering and the end of the war.  The colonies won the war and 

freedom from Great Britain. The Colonies could now become their 

own country. 


